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Radon is the second leading cause of
lung cancer in the United States.
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DOES YOUR HOME HAVE A
RADON PROBLEM?

TEST TODAY!

*COUPON*

FREE RADON TEST KIT
(While quantities last)
Bring this coupon to:

Warren County Environmental Health
301 N. Buxton St., Ste. 214
Indianola, IA 50125
(515) 961-1065

Questions and Answers about Radon

What is radon?

Radon is a naturally occurring, radioactive gas
that results from the natural breakdown of
uranium. It can be found almost anywhere in soil,
rocks, some building materials and even well
water. Radon then escapes into the air we
breathe.

How does radon enter a building?

Radon can enter a building from the soil through
dirt floors, cracks in concrete floors, floor drains,
sump pumps, joints, tiny cracks and pores in
hollow-block walls and other openings. Pressure
differences between the building and the soil
around the foundations can create a slight vacuum
that draws the gas from the soil into the building.
Once inside an enclosed space, such as a home or
office building, radon can accumulate to significant
and dangerous levels. The EPA has established an
“action level” of 4 picocuries per liter of air (4 pci/L)
or higher, at which point homeowners should take
action to reduce the radon risk.

How is radon harmful?

Radon releases decay products, or radioactive
particles, which become trapped in our lungs when
we breathe. These particles discharge energy that
can damage lung tissue. Exposure to radon over
time has the potential to cause lung cancer.

How harmful is radon?

Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer
in the United States. The EPA estimates that radon
is responsible for 21,000 deaths per year. That’s
more than the fatalities caused by drowning, home
fires and airline crashes...combined!

How widespread is radon?

The EPA estimates that 1 out of every 15 homes
nationwide is at risk of containing dangerously high
levels of radon. lowa is considered to be in a high-
risk area and as many as three out of every five
homes may be affected. Radon levels can even
vary from house to house.

The only way to know is to test!

If you would like to learn more about radon or if
you would be interested in a radon presentation,
please contact the Warren County Environmental
Health Department: (515) 961-1065 or
EnvironHealth@co.warren.ia.us.




