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WELCOME TO 
NORWALK

On behalf of the City of Norwalk, I would 
like to express our gratitude for your  
interest in this beautiful and progressive 
community.  

This packet includes information that 
will help you get to know our community. 
Please let us know if there is anything else 
you need. We are always ready to assist 
with new business, development, residential 
or educational opportunities.

Check out our YouTube channel called 
Norwalk Now! for fun videos of all that’s 
happening in Norwalk today! Or visit our 
website at norwalk.iowa.gov.

Hollie Zajicek

Norwalk Economic Develompent Director

705 N Ave, Norwalk, IA 50211

www.norwalk.iowa.gov

515-447-6560

hzajicek@norwalk.iowa.gov
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NORWALK RANKED 
AMONG THE

TOP 10 
FASTEST 

GROWING 
CITIES 
IN IOWA IN 2019



5

Businesses & Developers are 
Choosing Norwalk
In the last 18 months...

12 New Businesses and 
250 new jobs 

460% increase in 
Commercial valuation 

$28 Million

Available commercial 
space increased from 
40,000 SF to 200,000 SF

1st “Certified Site” in Iowa 
to reach capacity

$90 Million in investments 
added to Norwalk’s  
economy in 2018

Adding $600,000/year in property taxes

1,342 building permits issued

153 single family homes built

43 townhomes built
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Norwalk is Ready for Development

Site Availability, Easy 
Access: 240 new acres

Norwalk has affordable and avail-
able development sites with quick 
access to major highways. The City 
boundary grew by 240 acres in 2018.

Growing Pool of  
Customers & Workers

Norwalk population is expected to 
grow from its current 11,000 to 16,800 
by 2025.

20,000 vehicles per day drive through 
the center of Norwalk.

Norwalk is part of the growing Des 
Moines metro.

Financial Assistance

The City of Norwalk offers financial 
assitance with tax abatement, tax in-
crement financing, and other grants.

Upgraded Infrastructure

$4M in street improvements in 2018.

International Connections

Norwalk was officially designated a 
Sister City to Vushtrri, Kosovo through 
the State of Iowa and the Kosovo 
Consulate. This partnership opens 
up trade and exporting opportunities 
for Norwalk companies. See following 
page for more information.
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Who’s Coming 
to Norwalk?
Examples of businesses recently opened or 
expected within the next year: 

• Michael Foods: $85 million manufactur-
ing facility with 150 jobs (Opens 2019)

• Windsor Windows: 160,000 SF manu-
facturing facility with 100 employees 
(opened 2018).

• Starbucks (2019)

• Hy-Vee Fast & Fresh (2019)

• 1908 Draught House (opened 2019) 

• City State Bank (2019)

• 2 New Retail Centers (2019)

• Jones Family Dental (Now open) 

• Norwalk Chiropractic (Now open) 

• Lil Scholars Daycare (2019-2020)

• Luana Savings Bank (2019)

• Holland Farms Senior Living (2019)

• Culvers (est. 2020)

The City of Norwalk’s new 
commercial grant  
program renovated 5  
commercial buildings,  
generating a return of 
$860,000 on the City’s 
$150,000 investment.

Before      After
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#3 for Number of Economic 
Development Projects
Among metros 200,000-1 Million population

SITESELECTION, 2019

#5 Best Place for Business 
and Careers

FORBES, 2017

One of “5 Up-and-Coming 
Tech Hotspots”

LIVABILITY, 2018

#4 Top City for Real Estate

in Midwest, PWC, 2017

Des Moines Metro Rankings
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RANKINGS

Top 7 Most Recession-Proof 
Cities in the US

LIVABILITY, 2019 

#8 Best Job Market for 2018

ZIPRECRUITER, 2018

#1 Most Popular City with 
Millenial Homebuyers

LENDING TREE, 2018

#9 Best Place to Start a 
Business

CNBC, 2016
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Norwalk is Growing & Thriving

Norwalk Population   

13,000 (2018 estimate)

Des Moines Metro Population

655,000 (approx. 2017)

Population Growth in Norwalk 

20% over last 5 years (2013-2018)

Forecasted Growth    

6,600 increase (2016-2025)

High Income & Home Value

Median Household Income: >40% higher than 
the State and US Average ($82,566). 

Median Home Value: 31% higher than the State 
average ($179,300, 2017).

Low Cost of Living

Norwalk’s Cost of Living Index is 92 
(US=100).
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Norwalk 
School  
Enrollment 
Growth 

Actual 
(2013-2019) 
and  
Projected 
(2020-2024)

Norwalk 
Population 
Growth 

Actual 
(2010-2018) 
and  
Projected 
(2019-2025)

*Actual population estimates from U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division

**Projected population based on forecasted 9.49% increase in SF residential 

permits from 2016 to 2025 and average household size of 2.7 (US Census). 

*Actual enrollment provided by Norwalk School District. 

**Project enrollment by RSP & Associates, professional demographers 

Norwalk Growth Forecast
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Norwalk Location Within  
Des Moines Metro

Norwalk

Airport

West Des Moines Des Moines

235

28

5

Downtown 
(20 min drive 
from Norwalk)

35

69
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Norwalk

1 Mile Radius

Pop 2017: 12,512

Pop 2022*: 13,612

Growth Rate/Year: 1.7%

3 Mile Radius

Pop 2017: 40,762

Pop 2022*: 43,593

Growth Rate/Year: 1.35%

5 Mile Radius

Pop 2017: 117,921

Pop 2022*: 126,344

Growth Rate/Year: 1.39%

Norwalk Area Population

*projection
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Norwalk Traffic Counts
Iowa Department of Transportation, 2012 & 2016

Average Traffic Count Increase was 27% in 4 years

13,500 --> 17,000

23,800 --> 30,200

16,000 --> 19,600

15,100 --> 18,600

12,800 --> 18,400

13,800 --> 15,400

10,300 --> 10,300

6,400 --> 8,500

NA --> 6,200

North Ave

28

5

20

Beardsley St
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The above map shows 600 developable acres in the center of Norwalk. The area will in-
clude a mix of uses, including a new town center. Businesses such as City State Bank and 
Hy-Vee have plans to locate here.

Source: Norwalk Comprehensive Plan, 2013
14 NORWALK SUB AREA 1 MASTER PLAN

SUB AREA 1 LAND USE PLAN

The land use plan for Sub Area 1 encompasses current 

zoning conditions and distinguishes individual uses based 

on color. Incorporated are a mix of uses including Low, 

medium, and high residential; commercial space, 

mixed-use locations, office space, drainage districts, 

industrial flex space, agricultural reserve/VLDR; and 

existing park and recreational areas. 

Determining the highest and best uses for these land 

segments regarding accommodation of future growth 

will involve thorough analysis of the City’s current land 

use plan in tandem with evaluation of elements such as 

projected population growth, community demographics, 

and anticipated demand. 

LAND USE PLAN

LEGEND
Open Space
Public
Low Density Residential
Medium Density Residential
High Density Residential
Mixed Use
Commercial
Industrial Flex
Office/Business Park
Agricultural Reserve / VLDR

Room to Grow:
Norwalk’s New Town Center
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Room to Grow:  
Recent Annexations

Norwalk brought 240 Acres into City limits in 2018
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Room to Grow:  
Current Zoning Map
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Room to Grow:
Future Land Use Plan
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#1 in Safety

Norwalk rated #1 safest city in Iowa accord-
ing to the National Council for Home Safety 
and Security.

3 Norwalk Firefighters received Lifesaving 
Awards in 2018.

Award-winning Education

Norwalk schools have had 3 “Iowa Teacher 
of the Year” awards, the latest in 2017.

In 2018, 24 high school groups and teams 
won state or regional awards, including one 
world award.

Due to Norwalk’s commercial growth, the 
school was able to bond $32 million for a 
new school without raising the tax levy.

Norwalk Offers a High  
Quality of Life

Best in Recreation

Rated best golf courses in Iowa.

Home to an NFL Play 60 Challenge 
Course, one of only 3 in the Midwest.

The City leveraged over $4 Million in 
grants in 2017-18 for trails, parks, public 
art, bike racks, street paving, and inter-
section improvements.

Plenty of Fun!

Norwalk residents have plenty to do, 
with recent events such as:

 * Norwalk Music Fest
 * RAGBRAI
 * Norwalktoberfest
 *CY/HAWK Street Party with RVTV 
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#4 Best Place to Live

US NEWS & WORLD REPORT, 2018

Top 10 Most Artistic  
Medium-Sized City

EXPEDIA, 2018

#7 Most Charitable City

CNBC, 2017

#9 Best City for Quality of 
Life

NERDWALLET, 2017

Des Moines Metro Rankings
Quality of Life Rankings

#1 Metro with the Most  
Community Pride

GALLUP, 2015

#1 Minor League Sports  
Market

SPORTS BUSINESS JOURNAL, 2017

#4 Best Place for Children

SMART ASSET, 2017

#7 Hippest Mid-Sized City

GOGOBOT, 2016



21



22



23



24

Contact Us

Hollie Zajicek

Economic Development Director 

515-981-9523 (office)

515-314-5862 (cell)

holliez@norwalk.iowa.gov

Deanna Schulz

Economic Development Program Coordinator 

515-981-0228 x2229 (office)

dschulz@norwalk.iowa.gov

City of Norwalk 

705 North Avenue 

Norwalk, IA 50211

More Information, Including 
Available Sites, At:

www.norwalk.iowa.gov

Navigate to - Government: Departments: 
Economic Development

Shelby Hisel

Communications Coordinator 

515-981-0228 (office)

shisel@norwalk.iowa.gov




