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Join the novel year club and make new friends, travel to new places, 
and embark on new experiences.  

A series of programs featuring six novels will be offered throughout 2011.  Programs will consist of:  
· discussing the book with a facilitator

· watching the movie version of the book

· enjoying a program related to the topic of the book
Advanced registration is required.  Registration forms are included and are available at www.ci.norwalk.ia.us/departments/library.aspx.   
Join us for one or all of these entertaining novels.
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February

FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON (1966) 

Daniel Keyes
Tuesday, February 1, 6:30 p.m.—Book Discussion
Charlie Gordon knows he isn’t very bright.  At 32, he mops floors in a bakery and earns just enough to get by.  Three evenings a week, he studies at a center for developmentally challenged adults.  Presented with the opportunity to undergo a daring experimental surgery, Charlie jumps at the chance to change his life.  If successful, the operation will increase his intelligence, just as it has for the laboratory mouse, Algernon.  
   Tuesday, February 8, 6:30 p.m.—Charly (1968)
Cliff Robertson, Claire Bloom, Lilia Skala, Leon Janney  

Tite!
Tuesday, February 15, 6:30 p.m.—Life in the 98th Percentile
This should be a very educational—or very depressing—experience.  Members of Central Iowa Mensa, Iowa’s high IQ society, share the benefits, pitfalls, and quirks of having an above average intellect.  Members of Mensa must have an IQ above the 98th percentile. 

__________________________________________________________                                 April
FLAME TREES OF THIKA (1959)
Elspeth Huxley
Tuesday, April 5, 6:30 p.m.—Book Discussion
In 1913, six-year-old Elspeth Huxley and her parents leave England with a dream of transforming a barren plot of land in Kenya into a thriving coffee plantation.  The dream is quickly challenged by torrential rains, murderous animals, and contentious relations with natives and other settlers.  Huxley paints an unforgettable portrait of growing up among the native people, discovering the beauty and the terrors of the jungle, and enduring the rugged realities of pioneer life.

Tuesday, April 12, 6:30 p.m.—Flame Trees of Thika (1981) 

Hayley Mills, David Robb, Holly Aird, Mike Chege  

Tuesday, April 19, 6:30 p.m.—Tales of an African Adventure 

A local traveler recounts a recent journey to Kumba, Cameroon, located in western Africa.  Kumba is an important regional transportation hub as well as a bustling trade center.  Vivid images and colorful stories gathered on the journey offer a revealing depiction of daily life in 21st century Africa.  

_____________________________________________________________________

June
OLD GRINGO (1985)
Carlos Fuentes
Tuesday, June 7, 6:30 p.m.—Book Discussion

Harriet Winslow is a prim schoolteacher fleeing the deprivations of her past.  Tomas Arroyo is a handsome, young general in Pancho Villa's revolutionary Mexican army. The old gringo is American writer and journalist Ambrose Bierce who mysteriously disappeared in Mexico during its civil war.  These three individuals are brought together to witness the conflict of North America's two cultures locked in deadly conflict.  
Tuesday, June 14, 6:30 p.m.—Old Gringo (1989) 

Gregory Peck, Jane Fonda, Jimmy Smits, Patricio Contreras
Tuesday, June 21, 6:30 p.m.—Hispanic Culture  

The U.S. Hispanic population has grown tremendously in the last 30 years and is estimated to be the country’s largest minority.  The Census Bureau defines Hispanics as individuals with origins in Spanish–speaking countries.  As defined, this minority is large and diverse, but one that shares a rich culture.  A liaison from the state’s Office of Latino Affairs will provide insight into this culture and its influence on American society.    

_____________________________________________________________________

August
LAST OF THE MOHICANS (1826)
James Fenimore Cooper

Tuesday, August 2, 6:30 p.m.—Book Discussion

Hawkeye-Natty Bumppo is a frontier scout who severs all connections with a society whose values he no longer accepts.  Despite his chosen exile, he risks his life to escort two sisters through hostile Indian country during the French and Indian War.  On the dangerous journey, he enlists the aid of Chingachgook, a Mohican warrior.  Their shared encounters with deception, brutality, and death forge a deep friendship between the two men.   

Tuesday, August 9, 6:30 p.m.—Last of the Mohicans (1992) 

Daniel Day-Lewis, Madeleine Stowe, Russell Means, Eric Schweig
Tuesday, August 16, 6:30 p.m.—Iowa’s Native American History 

Native Americans etched an enduring legacy on the landscape of Iowa.  Until the early 19th century, Iowa was occupied almost exclusively by Indians.  It is estimated that approximately 17 different tribes lived in Iowa at various times.   Learn about our state’s long and fascinating Native American history from a State Historical Society historian.       

_____________________________________________________________________

October

HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (1851)

Nathaniel Hawthorne
Tuesday, October 4, 6:30 p.m.—Book Discussion

The house of the seven gables is a foreboding dwelling haunted by the actions of its past occupants.  Clifford Pyncheon returns to the house after years of imprisonment for a crime he did not commit.  Waiting for him is his sister Hepzibah who lives alone and in poverty.  When cousin Phoebe arrives, she is like a cool breeze, refreshing their stale lives.  The only looming shadow is their cousin Jaffrey who desperately wants the old house and the secret it hides.   

Tuesday, October 11, 6:30 p.m.—House of the Seven Gables (1940)

George Sanders, Margaret Lindsay, Vincent Price, Dick Foran   
Tuesday, October 18, 6:30 p.m.— Who Ya Gonna Call? 
Investigators from Iowa Paranormal Research Team—Iowa’s Ghost Hunters—discuss the techniques and equipment used to explore the mysterious world of paranormal and supernatural phenomena.  
_______________________________________________________

December

THE STORY OF THE OTHER WISE MAN (1896) 
Henry Van Dyke

Tuesday, December 6, 6:30 p.m.—Book Discussion

You know the story of the Three Wise Men of the East and how they traveled far in search of the newborn Christ Child.  But have you ever heard the story of the other Wise Man?  His name was Artaban.  Try as he might, Artaban was unable to join the three Magi as they undertook their historic journey.  Instead, life takes him on a different journey that culminates in the realization of what it really means to know God.   
         Tuesday, December 13, 6:30 p.m.—Fourth Wise Man (1985)

 Martin Sheen, Alan Arkin, James Farentino, Eileen Brennan  

Novel Year Registration
Name____________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________
E-mail___________________________________________________
Register me for the following programs:

(  Flowers for Algernon—February 1, 8, 15
(  Flame Trees of Thika—April 5, 12, 19
(  Old Gringo—June 7, 14, 21
(  Last of the Mohicans—August 2, 9, 16
(  House of the Seven Gables—October 4, 11, 18 
(   Story of the Fourth Wise Man—December 6, 13
Programs are at 6:30 p.m. in the library’s meeting room.  Books are provided.






