
MAYOR’S MOMENT
 April is designated as Earth Month and, specifically, April 22nd as Earth Day. The purpose 
of doing this is to enhance the public’s awareness on a variety of environmental issues such 
as air pollution, water pollution, habitat destruction, sustainable energy, species losses and 
environmental policies. One of the focus points associated with Earth Month is exercising the 
“3R” policy – Recycle, Reduce and Reuse. I am going to talk specifically about recycling as one 
way for all of us to help preserve this “ball” that we live on for future generations.
 I have noticed on Wednesdays that there are lots of items sticking up out of trash carts that 
could have just as easily been put in the recycling cart I read an article last week that stated 
that 50-75% of all the “stuff” that is taken to landfills is recyclable material. It only takes a few seconds to separate 
recyclable materials from that which is not. By doing just that, we would make a tremendous impact on reducing that 
50% plus of recyclable stuff that show up at landfills.
 All of you received a “green flyer” with your water bill recently that designates May 4th as our Annual Norwalk Spring 
Cleaning Day and June 8th as Electronic & Disposal Day. Items that can be disposed of on May 4th in addition to the 
normal trash also include tires and hazardous wastes if you drop them off at Public Works. We are also providing a way 
for you to dispose of those Electronics and Appliances you want to get rid of without “stickers” by dropping those items 
off at Public Works on June 8th. I hope that this opportunity provided by the City will motivate all to dispose properly.
 My point to all of this is for all of us to be good stewards of the land by being conscientious of what and how we 
discard items that could just as easily be recycled versus sending them to landfills.

SPRING CLEANING FOR SAFETY
 As spring approaches thoughts turn to cleaning up from the long winter, making repairs around the home and enjoying 
the outdoors. Keeping a few safety thoughts in mind will help you make your spring experience much more enjoyable.

INSIDE THE HOME:
•	 Check	and	clean	your	smoke	and	carbon	monoxide	detectors	
•	 Check	your	fire	extinguishers	
•	 Check	for	overloaded	or	damaged	extension	cords	
•	 	Prepare	 for	 storm	 related	 outages	 (make	 sure	 your	 flashlights	 and	 portable	 radios	 have	 batteries	 and	 that	 other	

supplies, such as bottled water, are stocked and available) 
•	 Practice	exit	drills	with	your	family	so	everyone	knows	what	to	do	in	case	of	an	emergency	
•	 Properly	store	household	chemicals	and	never	mix	cleaning	agents

OUTSIDE AND AROUND THE YARD:
•	 Make	sure	your	address	numbers	are	up	and	visible	from	the	street	
•	 Clean	up	yard	debris.	Cut	back	dead	limbs	and	grasses	
•	 	Maintain	a	clear	‘fire	zone’	of	10’	around	structures.	Clean	up	leaves	and	debris	and	consider	using	stone	or	non-

combustible mulches 
•	 Check	outdoor	electrical	outlets	and	other	electrical	appliances	
•	 Get	your	grill	cleaned	and	serviced.	Check	all	propane	tanks	and	lines	for	leaks	and	damage	
•	 Keep	100’	of	garden	hose	with	an	attached	nozzle	connected	and	ready	for	use.

NORWALK SPRING CLEANING WEEK...
 Now that Spring has officially arrived, it’s time to toss open the windows and let some fresh air in.  It’s also time to get 
rid of that STUFF you’ve been hanging onto that’s been cluttering your house.  
 Norwalk’s Spring Cleaning week kicks off on Saturday, May 4 with a Household Hazardous Waste and Tire Drop Off 
Event	at	the	Public	Works	Facility	from	7	a.m.	to	3	p.m.	*Please	note	that	residents	are	allowed	up	to	five	(5)	tires	per	
household.  A list of accepted items can be found on the City’s website at www.norwalk.iowa.gov.  
 Beginning Monday, May 6 at 6:00am residents should have their STUFF placed at the curb for pick up.  This includes 
metals,	furniture,	garbage	(in	bags	or	containers	of	50	pounds	or	less),	railroad	ties	must	be	cut	down	to	4ft	or	shorter	
lengths, and dried LATEX paint.  Waste Management will still be collecting trash and yard waste on your normal collection 
day.

...NORWALK SPRING 
CLEANING WEEK
 They’ll be making their way through Norwalk, by neighborhood, all week to pick up 
the additional items residents place at the curb.  
 Due to acts of vandalism last year, residents are no longer allowed to place 
appliances and electronics at the curb for collection during the week of Spring 
Cleaning.  A special Electronics and Appliance Disposal Event has been scheduled for 
Saturday, June 8 at the Public Works Facility, 2626 North Ave, from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m.  Residents may take their old appliances to this event at no charge.  Monitors 
and	TVs	will	be	accepted	with	a	fee	(cash	only).		For	a	listing	of	accepted	appliances,	
electronics and fee’s, visit the City’s website at www.norwalk.iowa.gov. 
	 Questions	may	be	directed	to	City	Hall	at	981-0228.

HAPPY SPRING AND HAPPY 
MOWING!
 Time to dust off your lawn mower, tune-it up and get ready for the mowing season.  
As you mow, please remember to direct grass clippings back towards your lawn and 
away	 from	streets,	 driveways	and	sidewalks.	 	Growing	grass	benefits	 from	all	 the	
great nutrients found in lawn clippings.  Clippings left on impervious surfaces are 
washed down the storm drain and into the closest creek or stream.  Once there, nature 
works to decompose the grass clippings and while doing so depletes the oxygen in 
water which fish and plants need to survive.  Keeping grass clippings out of the street 
is a simple step we can all do to keep Iowa’s waters clean and healthy.  Happy spring 
and happy mowing!

PARKS & RECREATION
UPCOMING REGISTRATIONS:
Yoga Workshops – Mar 25 to May 3
Norwalk	Family	TaeKwonDo	–	Apr	1	to	Apr	12
Group	Voice	Lessons	–	Apr	1	to	Apr	12
Group	Guitar	Lessons	–	Apr	1	to	Apr	12
Last	Man	Standing	Gold	Tournament	–	Apr	1	to	Apr	19
	(Be	sure	to	check	our	website	or	brochure	for	our	registration	procedure.)

NON REGISTRATION EVENTS:
OPALS	(Older	People	Active	Lifestyles)	–	May	3

**NEW**YOGA WORKSHOPS
	 In	2013,	we	are	offering	2	hour	specialized	Yoga	Workshops	for	Adults.		This	spring	
we	will	have	“Yoga	101	-	The	Basics”	and	“Core	Yoga”.		More	classes	to	follow	this	
fall.  Instructor:  Bethanie Lafferty

**NEW**GROUP VOICE LESSONS
 Help your son/daughter grow even more in their love of music.  For students who 
want to learn how to sing and improve their stage presence in a classroom setting.  
We will work on auditioning, ensemble singing, some solo work and scene work from 
musicals and operas.  Correct breathing and vocal technique will be used.

SEE US ON THE WEB AT WWW.CI.NORWALK.IA.US
OR SCAN THIS QR CODE WITH YOUR SMART PHONE TO BE TAKEN DIRECTLY TO OUR SITE! Follow us!

Doug Pierce, 
Mayor
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Norwalk, IA 50211
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Police Chief
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Phone: 515-981-9206
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RUNORWALK REGISTRATION
	 Don’t	miss	your	chance	to	register	for	the	13th	Annual	RUNorwalk	8K	run	and	5K	
run/walk	Saturday,	May	11	at	8:30	a.m.		To	register	or	for	more	info	go	to	the	Norwalk	
Chamber	of	Commerce	website	at	www.norwalkchamber.org	or	call	981-0619.

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS
 Norwalk’s July 4th Celebration Committee is looking for volunteers to help with 
festivities.		For	more	information,	contact	Pat	Wahl	at	981-4928.

13th Annual

RUNorwalk 
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APRIL COMMUNITY CHAT “STORM WATER” 
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 AT MAID RITE AT 9:00 A.M. WITH 

MIKE JOHNSON, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING AND BUILDING 
AND MAYOR DOUG PIERCE


