
CITY OF NORWALK 
REPORT TO THE NORWALK PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
ITEM: Consideration and recommendation on the proposed 

vacation of the right-of-way easement of Masteller Road 
 

MEETING DATE: December 14, 2015 
 

STAFF CONTACT: Wade Wagoner, AICP 
Planning and Economic Development Director 
Luke Parris, AICP 
City Planner 
 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION: Chapter 138 of the City of Norwalk City Code provides 
regulations for the “Vacation and Disposal of Streets.”  Section 
138.02 specifically states that the Planning and Zoning 
Commission must review and provide a recommendation to 
the City Council regarding any proposed vacation of a City 
street.  The City Council cannot vacate a street unless they 
find the following: 
 

1. Public Use.  The street, portion thereof or any public 
ground proposed to be vacated is not needed for the 
use of the public, and therefore, its maintenance at 
public expense is no longer justified. 
 

2. Abutting Property.  The proposed vacation will not 
deny owners of property abutting on the street 
reasonable access to their property. 

 
At their December 3, 2015 meeting, the City Council referred 
the matter of the vacation of Masteller Road to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission for review and recommendation.  
The Commission’s review should be focused on the two points 
described above. 
 
The current alignment of Masteller Road is proposed to be 
vacated and a new alignment of Masteller Road will be 
developed by United Properties LLC as part of their 
commercial development within the Echo Valley PUD.  The 
new alignment of Masteller Road would maintain the 
intersection at Iowa Highway 28.  The intersection of Masteller 
and Beardsley Street would be relocated to the east along 
Beardsley Street.  Current landowners adjacent to and with 
access to Masteller Road are United Properties Invest Co. LLC. 
and James Oil.  The James Oil property has a secondary 



access to Beardsley Street.  The United Properties Invest Co. 
LLC. does not have a second access, however, United 
Properties is redeveloping Masteller Road, which will maintain 
access to their property. 
 
While a majority of the Masteller Road is now under 
construction, this ordinance contemplates vacating all of the 
North South Portion of the road, show in red on the map.  (The 
City intends to keep the northern east/west portion, shown in 
green, as it has been identified as the future access and likely 
signalization off of Iowa Highway 28.) 
 
The City can choose to vacate all or a portion of the street or 
place conditions on the vacation such as a deal being 
reached by the two private property owners regarding the 
James Oil property. 

  

 
 
ATTACHMENTS: Comments and exhibits submitted by United Properties 
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