
 
UNABRIDGED MINUTES OF THE NORWALK CITY COUNCIL MEETING ON 09-01-16 

(M inut es  t o  be  approved at  t he  Sept ember  15 ,  2016  meet ing)  
 
Mayor Phillips called the City Council meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. Present at 
roll call: Ed Kuhl, Stephanie Riva and Erika Isley Absent: David Lester, Jaki 
Livingston(RC = rol l  cal l  vote) 
 
Staff present included: Luke Nelson, City Manager; Jodi Eddleman, City Clerk; 
Jean Furler, Finance Director; Nancy Kuehl, Parks and Recreation Director; Holly 
Sealine, Library Director; Greg Staples, Police Chief; Tim Hoskins, Public Works 
Director; Ryan Coburn, Fire Chief; Wade Wagoner, Development Director; Luke 
Parris, City Planner and Jim Dougherty, City Attorney. 
 
Jaki Livingston arrived at 6:03 p.m. 
 
16-187 Motion by Riva, seconded by Isley, to approve the agenda, carried 
unanimously by voice vote.   
 
Presentations: 
Mayor Phillips congratulated Jaeda Isley for Jr. National Championship Arabian 
Horseback riding. 
 
Welcome of Guests and Public Comment  
With no one present wishing to speak, Mayor Phillips opened the business portion 
of the meeting. 
 
16-188 Motion by Riva; seconded by Livingston to approve the minutes of the 
August 18th  2016, regular city council meeting, carried unanimously by voice 
vote. 
 
Consent included tax abatements; Resolution 0901-16-097 ordering construction 
of certain public improvements, approving preliminary plans and fixing a date 
for hearing thereon and taking of bids for Norwalk Aquatic Center 
improvements; Resolution 0901-16-098 approving the bid award and contract 
between the City of Norwalk and Excel Mechanical for HVAC replacement and 
expenditures. 

ACME TOOLS TOOLS $975.96 LOGAN CONT CONCRETE RAKE $108.72 
AIRPORT SIGNS MOVIE SIGN $29.90 MATT PALEN DOG PARK  $3,700.00 
ALL IOWA POOL CHEMICALS $171.83 MCCLURE ENG NCIS IMPROVE $3,900.00 
ARL TRAINING $165.00 MENARDS TOOLS $289.47 
BRAVO  FY 16 CONTR $1,000.00 METRO WASTE  GARBAGE SERVICE $28,616.28 
BROWN EQUIP FERRIS MOWER $48.25 NANCY KUEHL CRAFT CLUB  $176.51 
BROWNELLS INC CLEANING ITEMS $204.80 NEWCOM TECH  SUPPORT $600.00 
CAPITAL SANITARY  SUPPLIES $366.87 NORTH WARREN  ORDINANCE 16-09 $122.94 
CARPENTER UNI UNIFORM ALLOW $687.44 NORWALK READY HAWTHORNE DR $926.50 
CIRDWA MEMBERSHIP  $136.00 NORWALK SEASON NUISANCE ABATE $150.00 
CENTURY LINK PHONE SERVICE $2,335.05 PATHOLOGY LAB DRUG SCREEN IREDALE $259.94 
CHRIS MURILLO FUEL REIM $11.01 PINGEL MUD STREET WORK $8,100.00 

CITY OF DSM WRA SEPT 
 

$90,889.5 POLICE LEGAL  MONTHLY TRAINING $1,440.00 
DAVIS EQUIP PARTS $890.80 RAFE ALBERS UNIFORM ALLOW  $176.17 
DSM REGISTER DAILY PAPER $71.00 RANKIN COMM ALARM PANEL $105.00 
DIAMOND VOGEL  PAINTS $774.80 RDG  GATEWAY SIGN $1,321.28 
DOWNEY TIRE FERRIS MOWER $113.93 RED WING  UNIFORM ALLOW  $199.74 
EXCEL MECH AC REPAIR $1,668.00 SANDE CONST POOL REPAIRS $7,905.00 
FARMERS COOP DOG FOOD $37.25 SIRCHIE EVIDENCE COLLECTION $773.86 
FIRE SERVICE  NFA  $487.00 SPRINGER PEST  PEST CONTROL $68.00 
FORTERRA SUPPLIES $1,300.00 STANDRIDGE GROUP LETTERHEAD $644.30 
G & L CLOTHING UNIFORM ALLOW $743.45 TAXPAYERS ASSOC WORKSHOP $15.00 
GOPHER SPORT POOL SUPPLIES $566.98 THE GRAPHIC EDGE SOCCER SHIRTS $3.79 



GREGG YOUNG CAR 619 $1,888.17 TYLER TECHNOLOGIES WEBSITE HOST $115.00 
IMWCA IMWCA PREM $11,589.0 UTILITY EQUIP HYDRANT PARTS $564.99 
INDOFF INC OFFICE SUPPLIES $285.25 VERIZON WIRELESS CELL PHONE SERVICE $1,727.56 
IA LIVING  2 PAGES $1,050.00 WADE WAGONER MILEAGE REIM $6.26 
JAMES OIL  DYED DIESEL $6,032.55 WARREN COUNTY POOL INSPECTION $486.00 
JOE BALLARD MILEAGE REIM $52.92 

    

16-189 Motion by Kuhl, seconded by Livingston to approve the consent agenda, 
passed unanimously, RC. 

Public hearing on consideration of first and possibly more readings of an 
ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance Section 17.10.030.3 related to 
permitted accessory uses for the keeping of urban chickens. 
 

Mayor Phillips opened the public hearing at 6:08 p.m. Eddleman reported 
receiving no comments.  Mayor Phillips closed the public hearing at 6:09 p.m. 

Council discussed the distance of the enclosure not being located closer than 
25’ of any principal structure of an adjacent lot and asked that be changed 
from 150’ to 25’.  They also asked that the ordinance be changed to read a 
minimum fence height of 6 feet.  The ordinance will be changed and brought 
back to council at the September 15th council meeting. 
 
16-190 Motion by Livingston, seconded by Isley to approve the first reading of an 
ordinance amending the Zoning Ordinance Section 17.10.030.3 related to 
permitted accessory uses for the keeping of urban chickens, passed 3-1 with 
Riva voting nay. 
 
Funding approach for Highway 28 and Wakonda Drive traffic signals. 
 
Luke Nelson wanted to make sure council was in agreement with staff moving 
forward to get the traffic signals done at Hwy 28 and Wakonda/Masteller Road.  
The city is applying for IDOT grant that would cover approximately $125,000. of 
the costs.   
 
16-191 Motion by Livingston, seconded by Kuhl to direct staff to move forward 
on the Hwy 28 and Wakonda Drive/Mastellar Road signalization project 
regardless of IDOT funding loss, passed unanimously, RC.  
 
Resolution accepting public infrastructure known as the 2014 NCIS 
improvements project. 
 
16-192 Motion by Livingston, seconded by Riva to un table the accepting of 
public infrastructure known as the 2014 NCIS improvements project, carried 
unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Jeff Schug, McClure Engineering updated the council on the project.  The 
contractors agreed to take the payment for the seeding out of the pay estimate 
and then they will sign off on the pay estimate.  The city would then hire another 
contractor to finish the project.  Luke Nelson clarified to council that they had 
two different options the first being the removal of the soil and putting in new soil 
and seeding and the other option is not taking as much soil and bringing a mix 
of compost material in.  
Mayor Phillips asked how much soil should be retained; Schug stated that 
samples need to be taken to determine that.   
Isley asked for the cost.  Schug responded that the contractors had agreed to 
$12,000. for Wakonda and $5,000. for Holly for the reseeding of the project.  
Livingston asked how much it will cost to fix the mistake and Schug responded 



they are estimating $31,000.  Removal and replacement of the top soil for Holly is 
$6,000. and Wakonda is $16,000.   
Isley directed Schug to ask the contractors to consider the cost of replacement 
of top soil on both projects as well. 
Schug responded that the city is holding back $103,000. in liquidated damages, 
his recommendation is to use that money from the liquidated damages to 
reseed the project, sever ties with the contractor and have the city hire a 
contractor to finish the project. Council consensus was to hold back the $12,000. 
for Wakonda, the $5000 for Holly to keep the liquidated damages and require 
the contractor to sign a statement saying they will not challenge that.  
 
16-193 Motion by Kuhl, seconded by Livingston to approve Resolution 0901-16-99 
accepting work covering the 2014 Norwalk NCIS improvements project 
contingent upon the contractor executing documents releasing the city from 
any and all claims arising from the project, the assessment of liquidated 
damages and the withholding of any other payments, passed unanimously,  RC. 
 
Resolution approving a policy acknowledging recent improvements installed 
prior to the NCIS improvements project  
 
16-194 Motion by Riva, seconded by Livingston to un table the accepting of 
policy acknowledging recent improvements installed prior to the NCIS 
improvements project, carried unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Livingston asked if any of the liquidated damages would go to offset what the 
residents are paying, Mayor Phillips responded that if a resident had put in a 
new driveway the city would compensate them by a percentage of those 
costs. 
Schug stated that if a resident could prove that they had installed their sidewalk 
or driveway within the last five years the city would give a slight discount against 
their assessment.  Council asked that the resolution be changed to add the 
wording the property owner would have 60 days from the date of the notice to 
provide proof of cost and date of the improvement made to become eligible 
for a deduction in an assessment.  
 
16-195 Motion by Riva, seconded by Kuhl to approve Resolution 0901-16-100 
A policy acknowledging improvements by property owners in advance of an 
NCIS project, passed unanimously, RC. 
 
Resolution adopting the final assessment schedule for the 2014 Norwalk NCIS 
improvements project and amending, confirming and levying the assessments. 
 
16-196 Motion by Livingston, seconded by Riva to un table the adopting the 
final assessment schedule for the 2014 Norwalk NCIS improvements project, 
carried unanimously by voice vote.  
 
Jean Furler made a recommendation to the council regarding setting the 
number of years to pay the assessments back and the percentage rate. John 
Danos has indicated the length of time to pay back the assessments is 
anywhere from 5 to 15; Furler recommended not going less than 10 years.   
When debt was issued the city paid 2.69% on the bonds and recommends 3.5% 
to 4% to recoup admin costs for the debt issuing fees and engineering fees.  
Council agreed to give the residents 10 years to pay at a 3.5% rate. 
 
16-197 Motion by Kuhl, seconded by Livingston to approve Resolution 0901-16-
101 adopting the final assessment schedule for the 2014 Norwalk NCIS 
improvements project and amending, confirming and levying the assessments, 
passed unanimously, RC. 
 
Discuss West Des Moines urban renewal area (URA) – Veterans Parkway project. 



The City of West Des Moines is extending Veterans Parkway this is related to the 
new Microsoft project that is taking place.  Staff is meeting with property owners 
individually to explain the project. The City of West Des Moines can utilize TIF 
funds to fund the project and they are asking the city to approve a resolution 
giving them authority to extend the urban renewal boundaries into our 
community. 
Staff is asking council to consider placing the proposed resolution on the 
September 15th council agenda for consideration. 
Livingston stated that it is her understanding that if Norwalk denies the request 
the City of West Des Moines could still go forward with the project and then 
Norwalk could later bear some costs from it.  
Council consensus was to add the resolution to the September 15th agenda for 
consideration. 
 
Change order pertaining to retaining wall at Beardsley detention pond. 
 
16-198 Motion by Kuhl, seconded by Riva to approve Resolution 0901-16-102 
approval of change order no 1 for the Beardsley regional detention facility 
phase 2 grading and drainage, passed unanimously, RC.  
 
Discussion and possible action on a resolution approving the execution of a 
temporary construction easement for grading with United Properties Investments 
Company LLC for the Beardsley storm water detention facility. 
 
16-199 Motion by Riva, seconded by Kuhl to approve Resolution 0901-16-103 
approving the execution of a temporary construction easement with United 
Properties Investments Company, LC for the Beardsley regional storm water 
detention facility, passed unanimously, RC. 
 
 
Staff updates 
Chief Staples has interviewed certified candidates 
Nancy Kuehl reported that soccer has started and that the dog park is moving 
along and could be open by mid-November. 
Holly Sealine reported that the library had received recertification from the state 
library. 
Jean Furler reported that the audit has been scheduled with Shull and Co.  That 
she will be doing a more comprehensive review of the capital projects. 
Ryan Coburn reported that the storm siren was removed from United Properties 
and will be reinstalled at New Life Lutheran.  The department is also 
collaborating with North Warren to provide assistance. 
Tony Belizzi stated that the contractors are making progress and extending the 
culvert back to the south, Cort Landing plat 1 construction is starting, the West 
North Avenue trail project bids Thursday, September 8th.  
 
16-200 Motion by Riva, seconded by Livingston to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 
p.m., carried unanimously by voice vote.   
 

__________________________________ 
 Tom Phillips, Mayor 

Attest: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jodi Eddleman, City Clerk 
 
 
 
 


